Gabolus magister n. gen., n. sp., is described from Gabon, West Africa, and is compared with other members of the tribe Pachybolini. Th e new genus is very tentatively regarded as sister-group to the ensemble of other genera in the tribe.
Introduction
Th e tribe Pachybolini consists of large to very large Afrotropical millipedes. Th e tribe includes one West African genus, Pelmatojulus de Saussure, 1860, three described (Pachybolus Cook, 1897 , Hadrobolus Cook, 1897 and Epibolus Cook, 1897 and several as yet undescribed East African genera, and one genus, Madabolus Wesener & Enghoff , 2008 , from Madagascar (Wesener et al. 2008 .
Although the tribe Pachybolini was formally defi ned by Wesener et al. (2008) it was Hoff man (1962) who laid the foundations for a modern understanding of this group of millipedes by re-describing Pelmatojulus insignis (de Saussure, 1860), type species of its genus, and pointing out that it might be generically diff erent from the East African Pachybolus tectus Cook, 1897, type species of Pachybolus. Wesener et al. (2008) found that all West African species described in Pelmatojulus and Pachybolus share an unusual and certainly apomorphic character, having 15 or more apical antennal sensilla instead of the usual four. True enough, an increased number of antennal sensilla occurs in a number of unrelated millipede groups, includ-ing part of the spirobolidan family Rhinocricidae, but this character can nevertheless been taken as an apomorphy for the West African Pachybolini. Th ese species were accordingly all referred to Pelmatojulus by Wesener et al.
Th e East African and Malagasy species, on their side, share another apomorphy: they all have more than two apical setae on each lamella lingualis of the gnathochilarium. In this case, things are less clear-cut because some Pelmatojulus species also have a slightly increased number of these sensilla. Nevertheless, this character may tentatively be regarded a synapomorphy of the East African and Malagasy members of the tribe. Within Pachybolini there thus seems to be a dichotomy between on one hand, the West African Pelmatojulus, and on the other hand, the East African genera + Madabolus. Th e new species described here does not fi t entirely into this picture, having neither the increased number of antennal sensilla, nor the increased number of setae on the lamella lingualis. On the other hand, it shares four of the synapomorphies for Pachybolini listed by Wesener et al. (2008): • Incisura lateralis closed • Setae of lamella linguales apical • Vulva kidney-croissant-shaped • Vulval valves meeting in a sinuous fi ssure.
However, the new species does not have the fi fth synapomorphy for Pachybolini listed by Wesener et al., viz., a protruding vulval 'crest'. Nor does it share specifi c similarities with any of the described genera in the tribe and is here regarding as representing a new genus. A possible phylogenetic position of the new species is discussed at the end of the paper.
Gabolus n. gen.
Diagnosis:
A genus of Pachybolini characterized by four apical antennal sensilla (plesiomorphy vis-à-vis Pelmatojulus); two apical setae on each lamella lingualis (plesiomorphy vis-à-vis the remaining genera in the tribe, except Pelmatojulus), slender, straight posterior gonopod telopodites with a distal swelling and a rounded, mesal lobe ca. at mid-length (possible autapomorphy), and vulvae without a protruding "crest" (plesiomorphy vis-à-vis all other Pachybolini). Etymology: Th e generic name is a contraction of Gabon (referring to the type locality) and Pachybolus.
Type species: Gabolus magister n. sp., by present designation. No other species known.
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